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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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I) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 October 2003 . 
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10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1, 121(d). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-5, drawn to a game system comprising two game devices 
wherein each game devices comprises a portable storage medium, 
classified in class 463, subclass 43. 

II. Claim 6, drawn to a game device that is capable of connecting to another 
game device, classified in class 463, subclass 42. 

. III. Claim 7, drawn to a game device comprises a portable storage medium to 
store game information, classified in class 463, subclass 43. 

IV. Claim 8, drawn to a method of storing game parameters in a storage 
medium from one gaming device and reading the game parameters at 
another game device, classified in class 463, subclass 43. 

V. Claim 9, drawn to a storage medium for storing a communication program, 
classified in class 463, subclass 42. 

VI. Claim 10, drawn to a computer storage medium for storing a game 
program that records game play amount, classified in class 463, subclass 
43. 

Inventions l-VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different designs, 
modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant case, the 
different inventions are: 
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Invention I is a network of gaming devices, such as a network of slot machines to 
connected to a progressive jackpot, whereas Invention II can be a stand alone game 
console that has network capability, such as a handheld game console. 

Invention I is a network of gaming devices, such as a network of Keno machines, 
whereas Invention III is portable storage medium used for a game console, such as 
Halo game disk used to play on the Xbox game console. 

Invention I is a network of gaming devices, such as a network of Bingo machines, 
whereas Invention IV is method of storing game parameters in a storage medium from 
one gaming device and reading the game parameters at another game device, such as 
trading Pokemon game characters stored on the game cartridges. 

Invention I is a network of gaming devices, such as a network of slot machines to 
connected to a progressive jackpot, whereas Invention V is storage medium for storing 
a communication program, such as a game program used to allow a computer connect 
to a server for online poker. 

Invention I Is a network of gaming devices, such as a network of slot machines to 
connected to a progressive jackpot, whereas Invention VI is storage medium for storing 
a game program that records game play amount, such as a game program timer used 
to track the play time of playing solitaire on a users computer. 

Invention II is a game device that is capable of connecting to another game 
device, such as a Playstation Portable game console used to connect to another 
Playstation Portable game console, whereas Invention III is portable storage medium 
used for a game console, such as Diablo game disk used to play on a PC. 
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Invention II is a game device that is capable of connecting to another game 
device, such as a PDA used to connect to PC, whereas Invention IV is method of 
storing game parameters in a storage medium from one gaming device and reading the 
game parameters at another game device, such as transferring game play data on a 
memory stick. 

Invention II is a game device that is capable of connecting to another game 
device, such as a Xbox game console connecting to another Xbox game console, 
whereas Invention V is storage medium for storing a communication program, such as a 
game program used to allow a computer connect to a server for online poker. 

Invention II is a game device that is capable of connecting to another game 
device, such as a PC connecting to a PC, whereas Invention VI is storage medium for 
storing a game program that records game play amount, such as a game program timer 
used to track the amount of time a user played online poker on his computer. 

Invention III is game device with a portable storage medium used store game 
such as a game cartridge to store the game program and saved game files, whereas 
Invention IV is method of storing game parameters in a storage medium from one 
gaming device and reading the game parameters at another game device, such as 
transferring game play data on a memory stick. 

Invention III is game device with a portable storage medium used store game 
such as a game cartridge to store the game program and saved game files, whereas 
Invention V is storage medium for storing a communication program, such as a game 
program used to allow a computer connect to a server for online poker. 
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Invention III is game device with a portable storage medium used store game 
such as a game cartridge to store the game program and saved game files, whereas 
Invention VI is storage medium for storing a game program that records game play 
amount, such as a game program timer used for a slot machine. 

Invention IV is method of storing ganie parameters in a storage medium from one 
gaming device and reading the game parameters at another game device, such as 
transferring game play data on a memory stick, whereas Invention V is storage medium 
for storing a communication program, such as a game program used to allow a 
computer connect to a server for online poker. 

Invention IV is method of storing game parameters in a storage medium from one 
gaming device and reading the game parameters at another ganie device, such as 
transferring game play data on a memory stick, whereas Invention VI is storage medium 
for storing a game program that records game play amount, such as a game program 
timer used on a game console system. 

Invention V is storage medium for storing a communication program, such as a 
game program used to allow a computer connect to a server for online poker, whereas 
Invention VI is storage medium for storing a game program that records game play 
amount, such as a game program timer used on measure the time it takes- a player to 
complete a puzzle game. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
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because the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To 
reserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not 
distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the 
election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of 
record showing the inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the 
record that this is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions 
unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this .communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson H, Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5563. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 



Application/Control Number: 10/690.570 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 3714 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571)272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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